
Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of VE Day 
Friday 8th May, 2020 

Researching local servicemen, servicewomen and civilians remembered 
on local memorials and buried in local churchyards and cemeteries 

Martin Phillips, Heritage Schools, May 2020 



Approach 1  

 
Researching servicemen/women from finding 

names on local memorials 

Sticking to the government advice on leaving the house you may decide to visit 

your local war memorial. Please go with an adult family member.  

(You may decide it is better to wait until current measures are relaxed) 



When researching Local War memorials there are 2 definite key websites:  
Commonwealth War Graves Commission; Ancestry Military Records and War Memorials Online 

CWGC have all the records of all UK & Commonwealth war dead since 1914 

War Memorials Online have information about most ï though not all ï local war memorials.  

Your school could always add any missing information. 

https://www.cwgc.org/ https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/ 



Steps to researching local soldiers 

Å Identify a name from the memorial ï either by visiting a memorial on your 
daily exercise or by finding names via a web search 

Å You may also find that some servicemen, servicewomen or civilians killed 
during the Second World War are buried locally. You may find an individual 
grave stimulates your research. 

Å Search for the name in the CWGC website 

Å If you only have a first initial to work with, it may help to try using local 
regiments in your search such as Worcestershire, Warwickshire or 
Staffordshire, especially with common surnames. 

Å Sometimes the results will give you more information such as: full name, 
age at death, regiment, home address, parents address 

Å Follow up with further research about the regiment and the events that were 
occurring at the time of the servicemanôs death 

Å If you find a home address, perhaps see if the house is still there (as long 
as you do not breach government restriction guidelines) 

Å If someone in your family has an Ancestry subscription, this opens up 
further research opportunities 



Memorials do not have a consistent design or amount of information.  

Some give rank and regiments: some do not.  

This can make it easier or harder to research your serviceman. 



You will also usually find websites for specific areas and localities 

Example:  For Wordsley War Memorial: 

War Memorials of Dudley is an excellent site and includes researched information about almost 

all these men and the Stourbridge website has a full list. Most areas will have something similar. 

http://menandmemorialsofdudley.co.uk/dudley-memorials/towns/wordsley https://www.stourbridge.com/wordsley-war-memorial.htm 



Searching for an Individual Soldier 

 
Start by finding a name directly from your local memorial or from a memorial website 

Unusual names are usually easier to find. Example: V.S. Gadd 

What can we find out about V.S. Gadd? 



Searching for an individual soldier 

Start by finding link to CWGC website 

https://www.cwgc.org/ 



Search for V.S. Gadd, using the very limited information we have 



We are offered only one result: Victor Samuel Gadd 



We learn his full name and those of his parents. We do not find his address but we do 

learn he lived in Wordsley. He was serving in the Queens Hussars Royal Armoured 

Corps. Perhaps this was a tank regiment. We learn that his date of death is not certain. 



CWGC Certificate for Victor Samuel Gadd 



Information about Phaleron War Cemetery, near Athens 

This helps us to understand why Victor Samuel was killed in Greece 



Follow up activity 
Search for more regiment about Victor Gaddôs Regiment, the 4th Queens Own 

Hussars. It turns out Winston Churchill served in the same regiment. 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/4th-queens-own-hussars 

https://www.northeastmedals.co.uk/british_caval

ry_regiment/4th_queens_own_hussars.htm 



We learn that the Hussars were in Greece, trying to repel the German invasion, launched on 6th 

April 1941. The Germans attack was swift and successful.  

The Allies were forced to retreat and Athens fell to the Germans on 27th April.  

We know that Victor Gadd died between the 26th and 30th April 1941, so it is likely that he died in 

this campaign to repel the German advance in Greece.  

11,000 allied men were taken prisoner. 45,000 were evacuated to Crete.   

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/war-Balkans 



A further Google search, using the regiment, date and action (Retreat from Athens) 

resulted in a set of war diary entries.  

The regiment were known as the óDesert Ratsô from their service in North Africa. 

We learn that it was a tank regiment. It is clear that the regiment was defending 

Corinth, during the retreat, on the 24th April.  

They suffered bombing and a German parachute attack on the Corinth Canal.  

It looks like they suffered losses on  26th April and further disaster on 27th when one 

evacuating ship was sunk and óOthers lost in destroyers. Casualties ï numerous ï 

but scarcity of informationô.  This may help explain why there is uncertainty 

surrounding the date of Victorôs death   

http://www.desertrats.org.uk/WarDiaries/4th_Hussars/4thH1941.htm 



German Parachute Attack on Corinth Canal 

https://ww2today.com/26th-april-1941-the-last-defence-line-in-greece 

Percy Parrymore was with the 122/13th 

Light Anti Aircraft unit in Greece. As the 

British made their withdrawal from Greece 

his troop was selected to remain as a 

rearguard on the last bridge over the 

Corinth canal. The eight men on his gun 

were reduced down to six and they were 

told to watch out for parachutists: 

 

óCame the dawn on Saturday, 26th April, 

along with scores of German fighters with 

machine guns blazing. The man taking 

cover alongside me was killed outright 

and I was wounded in the right hand and 

arm. Then the Germans started dropping 

the parachutists, and it was quite evident 

that nothing was going to stop themô 



You would need to subscribe to Ancestry or Find My Past  
In normal circumstances you can use Ancestry for free, in public libraries 

If you do have access to these (find out if a family member already has a subscription), you can 

search the military records. 

In this case, we learn that Victor Samuel Gadd was reported missing.  



The 1911 Census is of limited use when searching for Second World War servicemen as most 

will not have been born then.  

However, the 1939 Register, compiled to bring knowledge of communities up to date to support 

rationing and air-raid procedures, gives us plenty of information. 



This is the information for Manor Road Brierley Hill. In 1939, the Gadds live at Number 24 

Manor Rd. Victorôs parents are Walter and Jemima. Walter is a house painter. Victor has an 

older sister, Daisy and a younger brother, Thomas. Thomas is an Aircraftsman, 1st Class 

(ground crew) in the RAF. Victor was born on 20th March 1914.  

We know this is the correct person because Victorôs regt. number is given. 

A new search for Thomas in the CWGC records yields no results: he survived the war 



We can locate Victorôs house. 

Manor Road was built between the 2 world wars and is just a few minutesô walk 

from Wordsley War Memorial 



Now, look back and review all that we have learned about Victor 

Samuel Gadd, having started with just one piece of information. 



Approach 2  
 

Finding and Researching servicemen/women and 
civilians buried in our local cemeteries and churchyards 

Sticking to the government advice on leaving the house you may decide to have 

a look in your local churchyard or cemetery. Please go with an adult family 

member. (You may decide it is better to wait until current measures are relaxed) 



You may often find military graves in your local churchyard or cemetery.  
These will usually be servicemen or women who died in the UK ï either from wounds, from 

illness, during training or after the war ended.  

The graves are of a consistent, distinctive and recognisable design.  

Most will contain name, regiment, rank & number, date of death and a regimental badge. 



Searching by Cemetery 
As well as searching for servicemen by name, we can also find out who is buried in churchyards 

and cemeteries near us.  This will also help us to find out about civilians, were killed during the 

Second World War. 

Like searching for an individual soldier, you can search for a specific location or, just by putting 

in your town name, several options may come up  
(look back at slide 8 for starting point) 



We can quickly learn that there are 127 Second World war Graves in Lodge Hill 

Cemetery, Birmingham. Many wounded men will have been brought to nearby 

hospitals such as the Queen Elizabeth and Hollymoor. 



In Handsworth Cemetery, we can find 99 graves relating to the Second World War. 

We can find the grave of Dennis Audley, from Handsworth, an RAF wireless operator 

and air gunner, killed on 3rd September 1940, aged 20. 



Thomas Belcher, serving with the Home Guard, was killed between 6th and 7th 

November, 1940.  Perhaps this was during an air raid. 



Websites such as Birmingham Images or Staffordshire Past Track may help 

you find more information on air raids and bomb damage in your area.  

https://www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk/search.aspx?SearchType=2&PageIndex=1&ThemeID=331 https://www.search.birminghamimages.org.uk/search.aspx?SearchType=2&ThemeID=30 



Servicewomen 
Buried in Handsworth Cemetery is Joan Constance Breedon, a Leading Aircraftwoman 

who served the Womenôs Auxiliary Air Force, who died on 2nd July 1943. 



Servicewomen  
In Brandwood Cemetery, there are 100 graves relating to the Second World War, 

including Mary Emily Stevens, of Shirley. A Corporal in the Womenôs Auxiliary Air Force, 

Mary died on 10h March, 1944. 



https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/online-exhibitions/women-of-the-air-force/womens-auxiliary-air-force-waaf-1939-1949.aspx 



Polish Army and Air Force 
In cemeteries such as Lodge Hill, we can find graves of members of the armed forces of 

other countries, such as Poland, who fought alongside the Allies. 

Here we see Edward Pachlicki and Wladyslaw Szajnowski, of the Polish Army. 



Civilians 

Some cemeteries in those cities that suffered particularly heavy bombing 

contain the graves or memorials of civilians killed in air raids. 

To search for civilians, do a general search, using óCivilian War Deadô 



Then filter for the local authority 

(This tends to be certain cities and will not include every area) 


