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Approach 1

Researching servicemen/women from finding
names on local memorials

Sticking to the government advice on leaving the house you may decide to visit
your local war memorial. Please go with an adult family member.

(You may decide it is better to wait until current measures are relaxed)



When researching Local War memorials there are 2 definite key websites:
Commonwealth War Graves Commission; Ancestry Military Records and War Memorials Online
CWGC have all the records of all UK & Commonwealth war dead since 1914
War Memorials Online have information about most i though not all i local war memorials.
Your school could always add any missing information.
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Take a tour behind the scenes at the

GETINVOLVED  FAQS  ABOUTUS  CONTACT SEARCH
Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Help us to record, conserve and remember our
war memorials

War Memorials Online is an unprecedented opportunity for the public to upload
images of war memorials and log concerns for the conservation of these important
community and historical sources for future generations. Together. we can build a
complete picture of the whereabouts, type and condition of all war memorials in the
UK. To date, our Contributors have added over 40,000 war memorials to War
Memorials Online and over 30,000 condition reports.

COMMEMORATIN(

Anyone and everyone can help protect war memorials for future generations. Your
content is vital. Register to contribute information or explore the site to find out
more about war memorials.

Find or submit a war memorial

A KEYWORD SEARCH

Search the memonials by name or keyword

https://www.cwgc.org/ https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/
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Steps to researching local soldiers

Identify a name from the memorial T either by visiting a memorial on your
daily exercise or by finding names via a web search

You may also find that some servicemen, servicewomen or civilians killed
during the Second World War are buried locally. You may find an individual
grave stimulates your research.

Search for the name in the CWGC website

If you only have a first initial to work with, it may help to try using local
regiments in your search such as Worcestershire, Warwickshire or
Staffordshire, especially with common surnames.

Sometimes the results will give you more information such as: full name,
age at death, regiment, home address, parents address

Follow up with further research about the regiment and the events that were
occurring at the time of the servic

If you find a home address, perhaps see if the house is still there (as long
as you do not breach government restriction guidelines)

If someone in your family has an Ancestry subscription, this opens up
further research opportunities



Memorials do not have a consistent design or amount of information.
Some give rank and regiments: some do not.
This can make it easier or harder to research your serviceman.
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You will also usually find websites for specific areas and localities
Example: For Wordsley War Memorial:
War Memorials of Dudley is an excellent site and includes researched information about almost
all these men and the Stourbridge website has a full list. Most areas will have something similar.

MEN&MEMORIALS OF DL]DLEY HOMEPAGE LINKS CONTACI US

DUDLEY MEMORIALS BIOGRAPHIES CEMETERIES & BATTLEFIELD MEMORIALS

WORDSLEY

Wordsley

Wordsley Memorial was erected in 1921 in front o

Street, It was dedicated on the 12th November of tJRRTvSe S ST T s BT e R P )

the armistice. The architect was A.T. Butler and thq

3 i 2 3 Wordsley War Memorial can be found at the entrance to the Holy Trinity Parish Church on the A491. There are two inscriptions on the
Kidderminster, the firm responsible for the Memor] memorial, one for World War One and the other for World War Two:

stone memorial stands some 20 feet high and rest | e T Al e T L e R T Ty e T
: TRUTH AND JUSTICE IN EAT WAR 1914 - 191
placed on top. The Great War names are carried o i DS JHE SRt 7218 tete

street and is headed with the dedication: SOD. THER IGHG AND COUNTRY:

We have taken the names from photos taken of the memorial so if there are any errors please let us know

ERECTED BY THE PEOP |t & e u A AR Roberts

= R.Babbs W. Elcock S. Lane
TO HONOUR THEIR GLORIOUS D Efiiigri A Ehwell WH. Lowis
W. Baker J. Evans J. Lowie
FIGHTING FOR HONOUR |y s H. Maiden
S. Barker G. Field W.H. Maiden
IN THE GREAT WA W. Barker J. Firmstone A. Male
H.L. Barlow I. Fletcher W. Maycroft
J. Bateman F. Giles E. McCarthy S.F. Skidmore
G. Battin F.E. Gould H. McCarthy E. Smith
C.J. Beddard S. Grainger AK. Millwood J.F. Sneyd
W. Bolton H. Green J. Moore C.A. Snow
W. Bowater H. Guest Walter Moore S. Snow
J.E. Brooks G. Gwilliam Wilfred Moore J. Southall
W. Bullock S.A. Hall C.A. Nicklin C. Standley
E. Burton A. Hancox E. Nicholls W. Stinton
A. Carrington J.A.S. Hand J.E. Nixon A. Sutton
G.E. Chapman C. Harris G. Page L. Sutton

W. Colledge G. Hayes S. Page J. Tomkins
G. Cooper J. Hayes T. Pargeter C. Waldron
H. Cooper H._Havnes F_Parrish C. Wall

http://menandmemorialsofdudley.co.uk/dudley-memorials/towns/wordsley https://www.stourbridge.com/wordsley-war-memorial.htm



Searching for an Individual Soldier

Start by finding a name directly from your local memorial or from a memorial website
Unusual names are usually easier to find. Example: V.S. Gadd

"THIS TABLET IS ERECTED IN GRATEFUL APRECIATION OF THE MEN AND WOMEN OF WORDSLEY WHO SERVED IN THE WORLD WAR 1939 - 1945
AND IN HONOURED MEMORY OF TH" . vovowww.. "~ WHO FELL"

F. Bradbury J.R. Gittens W.H. Lampitt J.D. Ritchie
J.B. Bills V.5. Gadd K.V. Lowe E.J. Steward
R.J. Britt J.M. Ganner J. Male A. Sherriff
W. Banks = K.O. Morris AW. Sneyd

C.F. Bill J. Husselbee R. Nicholls L. Stanley

A. Bate F.L. Holdnall H. Nicholls 5.G. Smith

J. Carter R.F. Hancox S. Perry S.W. Turley
A.R. Chamberiain A.M. Hancox W.C. Prescott C.A. Wellings
A.W. Cooper A.M. Howe B..J. Powell J.H. Wassell
G.D. Darby F. Jones P.J. Phillips A. Whitehouse
K. Firmstone R.J. Kirkham J. Perry G. Wilkinson

What can we find out about V.S. Gadd?



Searching for an individual soldier
Start by finding link to CWGC website
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How To Search
Last name @ Initial(s) @ First name @

e.g. Smith

Country (commemorated in) 9

OR
Some records do not include a first name so try searching with initials first.

Cemetery or memorial (commemorated at) 9

<




Search for V.S. Gadd, using the very limited information we have

Last name 9

Initial(s) 9 First name 9

4

Country (commemorated in) (2]

Some records do not include a first name so try searching with initials first.

Cemetery or memorial (commemorated at) 9

O

Service number 9

Regiment 9

eg. 1308345

War 9

‘ ‘ First World War

‘ v ‘ Second World War ‘ ‘ Match terms exactly (2]

CLEAR SEARCH




We are offered only one result: Victor Samuel Gadd

Showing 1record(s) sorted by ‘ Relevance - Download results
Refine results
Last name First names Date of death Regiment
Rank or Age Country of service
War Service Number initials Cemetery/memorial
Grave Reference/Panel Number
| | Second World War (1)
GADD VICTOR SAMUEL 26 April 1941 Royal Armoured
Trooper Age 27 Corps
Served with 553142 PHALERON WAR CEMETERY United Kingdom
9.D.19.
| | United Kingdom (1)
‘ 20 $ ‘ Results per page n

Served in

|| Army (1)




We learn his full name and those of his parents. We do not find his address but we do
learn he lived in Wordsley. He was serving in the Queens Hussars Royal Armoured
Corps. Perhaps this was a tank regiment. We learn that his date of death is not certain.

Trooper

GADD, VICTOR SAMUEL

Service Number 553142

Died Between 26/04/1941 and 30/04/1941

Aged 27

4th Queen's Own Hussars

Royal Armoured Corps

Son of Walter and Jemima Gadd, of Wordsley,
Staffordshire; husband of Edith Gadd, of
Wordsley.




CWGC Certificate for Victor Samuel Gadd

In Memory of
Trooper

Victor Samuel Gadd

553142, 4th Queen's Own Hussars, Royal Armoured Corps who died between 26 April 1941 and 30 April
1941 Age 27
Son of Walter and Jemima Gadd, of Wordsley, Staffordshire; husband of Edith Gadd, of Wordsley.

Remembered with Honour
Phaleron War Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Information about Phaleron War Cemetery, near Athens
This helps us to understand why Victor Samuel was killed in Greece

Phaleron War Cemetery is permanently open and may be visited at any time, including weekends and public holidays. For further information and
enquiries please contact enquiries@cwgc.org

History Information

The site of what is now PHALERON WAR CEMETERY was chosen originally by the 4th Division as a burial ground for Commonwealth casualties of the
Greek Civil War (December 1944-February 1945). Subsequently, the military authorities, in conjunction with the Greek Government and the Army Graves
Service, decided that it would be the most suitable site for a Second World War cemetery for the whole mainland of Greece. The 23rd and 24th Graves
Registration Units and the 21st and 22nd Australian War Graves Units worked together to bring in graves of the 1941 campaign from the battlefields,
temporary military cemeteries and from various civil cemeteries. There are now 2,029 Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War buried or
commemorated in this cemetery. 596 of the burials are unidentified. Special memorials commemorate casualties known to have been interred in certain
groups of graves in the cemetery, but whose individual graves cannot be precisely located within these groups. Other special memorials commemorate
casualties re-buried in the cemetery from original graves which, owing to the destruction of local records, could not be identified. Also within the cemetery
are: The PHALERON CREMATION MEMORIAL, commemorating 74 men of the army of undivided India who died during the campaigns in Greece and
Crete during the Second World War and who were accorded the last rite required by their religion - committal to fire. The ATHENS MEMORIAL,
commemorating nearly 3,000 members of the land forces of the Commonwealth who lost their lives during the campaigns in Greece and Crete in 1941

and 1944-1945, in the Dodecanese Islands in 1943-1945 and in Yugoslavia in 1943-1945, and who have no known grave. In the north-east corner of the

cemetery, a plot contains the graves of servicemen and civilians who after serving in the Crimean War, died in Greece, and were buried in the Anglo-French

Crimean Cemetery, New Phaleron. The graves were moved in 1966 when that cemetery could no longer be maintained. The CEMETERY and the ATHENS
MEMORIAL were designed by Louis de Soissons.
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Follow up activity
Search for more regiment aboutthQieens@vwn Gad

Hussars. It turns out Winston Churchill served in the same regiment.

NATIONAL © cLosED @FREE © chelsea, London

ARMY

MUSEUM WHAT'SON COLLECTIONS EXPLORE SUPPORTUS SHOP PLAN AVISIT FAMILIES SCHOOLS Q

Regiments and Corps

4th Queen's Own Hussars

This British Army cavalry regiment was formed in 1685. It went on to serve in many
campaigns until 1958, when it merged with the 8th Hussars to form The Queen’s Royal
Irish Hussars.

View this object A | N AT A

Saddle used by Captain Thomas Hutton, 4th (The Queen's Own) Second Lieutenant Winston Churchill, 4th (The Queen's Own)
Light Dragoons, at Balaklava, 1854 Hussars, 1895

https://www.northeastmedals.co.uk/british_caval
ry_regiment/4th_queens_own_hussars.htm

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/4th-queens-own-hussars



We learn that the Hussars were in Greece, trying to repel the German invasion, launched on 6t
April 1941. The Germans attack was swift and successful.
The Allies were forced to retreat and Athens fell to the Germans on 27t April.
We know that Victor Gadd died between the 26t and 30t April 1941, so it is likely that he died in
this campaign to repel the German advance in Greece.
11,000 allied men were taken prisoner. 45,000 were evacuated to Crete.

Second World War

War in the Balkans, 1941-45

In 1941 the Axis powers invaded Yugoslavia and Greece. British and Commonwealth
intervention and evacuation followed before a vicious partisan conflict began that
raged across the Balkans for the following four years.

1S torce, commanded by General Henry
Maitland Wilson, included 1st Armoured
Brigade, 6th Australian Division and 2nd
New Zealand Division.

Allies in retreat

Despite the brave resistance of the Greek and
Commonwealth troops, the speed of the
German ‘Blitzkrieg’ overwhelmed their
defensive positions. The Germans quickly
captured the southern Greek cities and the
struggle ended with the fall of Athens on 27
April 1941.

The Allies lost around a quarter of their
strength, including 11,000 men captured.
Nevertheless, about 45,000 Allied soldiers
were successfully evacuated to Crete.
German losses were about 11,500, with 2,500
dead.

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/war-Balkans




A further Google search, using the regiment, date and action (Retreat from Athens)
resulted in a set of war diary entries.
The regi ment were known as the O0ODesert
We learn that it was a tank regiment. It is clear that the regiment was defending
Corinth, during the retreat, on the 24" April.
They suffered bombing and a German parachute attack on the Corinth Canal.
It looks like they suffered losses on 26" April and further disaster on 27" when one
evacuating ship was sunkand 6 Ot her s | ost i n dienanterousy e r
but scarcity of informationé . This may help expl ain
surrounding the date of Victc

21/4/1941 Maintenance carried out and Regt moved after dark to GLYFADA via ATHENS. Three patrols, 21t Paterson, 2Lt Beachcroft and 2Lt Peacock were sent out. 2Lt
Henderson attached to Ferrying party in PELEPONESE under 3rd RTR.

22/4/1941 0400 — Regt arrived GLYFADA and reorganised. HQ — 3 Tanks and 1 Armd Car and three Sqns of four Troops (one Armd Tp of 3 Tanks and 2 Bren carriers and 3
rifle Tps of 1 Officer and 25 ORs with varying quantities of light automatics). Role — ordered to take up position inclusive CORINTH Canal, inclusive PATRAS. A
Sgn to PATRAS. C Sqn East of PATRAS. B Sqn East of C Sgn. HQ at CORINTH Bridge with one Tp of C Sgn, Capt Taylor. Moved off after dark.

23/4/1941 Regt moved into position and recces carried out. One truck of B Sqn bombed — direct hit, 8 killed and 5 wounded. Approx 80 ORs remained at GLYFADA under
command Major Cowdell. Took up position on ATHENS Racecourse.

24/41941 Force LO sent to ATHENS to attempt to get reinforcements from Force HQ for defence of CORINTH. BGS visited CORINTH at 2000 hours and agreed to attach
one Coy of Australians. Regt ordered by BGS to leave CORINTH area on the 27th and to embark KATAMATA on the night 28/29th.

25/4/1941 Major Cowdell’s force left ATHENS 0200 hours, arrived ARGOS approx 2200 hours. Orders to embark NAUPHLION cancelled and proceeded to KALAMATA.
One Coy Australians under 4th Hussars took up covering position North of CORINTH Canal. CO sent orders to Sqns to rendezvous South of CORINTH on night
26/27th

26/4/1941 0700 — Heavy bombing followed by parachute attack on CORINTH Canal. RHQ heavily invelved and a total loss. A, B & C Sgns under command Major Clements
left PATRAS approx 1400 hours and proceeded independently to KALAMATA, arriving night 27/28th. No further information available.

27/4/1941 40 ORs under command Capt Taylor proceeded to MONEMVASIA, arriving morning of the 28th. Major Cowdell’s party embarked night 27/28th at KAT AMATA
on various ships. Major Cowdell and 16 ORs on “Costa Rica”, which was sunk. Others lost in destroyers. Casualties: - numerous but scarcity of information.

28/4/1941 4th Hussars party landed in CRETE, consisting of 4 Officers and 70 ORs under Major Cowdell. Capt Taylor’s party embarked night of 28th, arriving SUDA BAY
approx 0700 hours on the 29th.

‘29:’4}’ 1941 Capt Taylor’s party proceeded to ALEXANDRIA, arriving approx 1800 hours on the 30th. Major Cowdell’s party organised into HQ and three Troops.

30/4/1941 Capt TI Taylor, Capt J Eden, 2Lt P Chrichton, 2Lt R Beachcroft, 2Lt JG Vaughan, 2Lt EB Newton and 85 ORs disembarked ALEXANDRIA. Attached leave and
transit camp, SIDI BISHR.

NOTE. As all the Senior Officers of the Regt who took part in the Greek Campaign are now missing or PoW, this diary is incomplete and is only intended to act as a guide for the writing of the complete diary at the conclusion of the

‘War.

http://lwww.desertrats.org.uk/WarDiaries/4th_Hussars/4thH1941.htm



German Parachute Attack on Corinth Canal

Percy Parrymore was with the 122/13th
Light Anti Aircraft unit in Greece. As the
British made their withdrawal from Greece
his troop was selected to remain as a
rearguard on the last bridge over the
Corinth canal. The eight men on his gun
were reduced down to six and they were
told to watch out for parachutists:

0 C a e dawn on Saturday, 26th April,
along with scores of German fighters with
machine guns blazing. The man taking
cover alongside me was killed outright
and | was wounded in the right hand and
arm. Then the Germans started dropping
the parachutists, and it was quite evident
that nothing was going to stopt h e mo

s e B e
Eundesarchiv, Bid 193-1077-103-044
Foto: 0 Ang. | 27. Mai 1041

https://ww2today.com/26th-april-1941-the-last-defence-line-in-greece



You would need to subscribe to Ancestry or Find My Past
In normal circumstances you can use Ancestry for free, in public libraries
If you do have access to these (find out if a family member already has a subscription), you can
search the military records.
In this case, we learn that Victor Samuel Gadd was reported missing.

Military Records

View sample images and collection details

V. S. Gadd

in the UK, Allied Prisoners of War, 1939-1945

Search Match all terms exactly

irst & Middle Na

samuel victor

Last Name
gadd

Exact... Exact... Name: V.S.Gadd
Day Month Location Rank: Tpr
Birth v e.g. London, England . :
Military Date: 1939-1945
Death v
Service Number: 553142
Lived In e.g. London, England
y Source Description: ~ 172: British Army List of Missing
Military v e.g. London, England . |
to be Circulated to POW Camps:
AT BOETE M e.g. London, England includes Copy of 1st & 2nd Lists |5
Keyword G

Save v Cancel




The 1911 Census is of limited use when searching for Second World War servicemen as most

will not have been born then.

However, the 1939 Register, compiled to bring knowledge of communities up to date to support
rationing and air-raid procedures, gives us plenty of information.
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This is the information for Manor Road Brierley Hill. In 1939, the Gadds live at Number 24
Manor Rd. Victorés parents are Walter and J
older sister, Daisy and a younger brother, Thomas. Thomas is an Aircraftsman, 1st Class
(ground crew) in the RAF. Victor was born on 20t March 1914.
We know this is the correct person beca
A new search for Thomas in the CWGC records yields no results: he survived the war
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Now, look back and review all that we have learned about Victor
Samuel Gadd, having started with just one piece of information.

Uil

.




Approach 2

Finding and Researching servicemen/women and
civilians buried in our local cemeteries and churchyards

Sticking to the government advice on leaving the house you may decide to have
a look in your local churchyard or cemetery. Please go with an adult family
member. (You may decide it is better to wait until current measures are relaxed)



You may often find military graves in your local churchyard or cemetery.
These will usually be servicemen or women who died in the UK T either from wounds, from
iliness, during training or after the war ended.

The graves are of a consistent, distinctive and recognisable design.

Most will contain name, regiment, rank & number, date of death and a regimental badge.




Searching by Cemetery
As well as searching for servicemen by name, we can also find out who is buried in churchyards
and cemeteries near us. This will also help us to find out about civilians, were killed during the

Second World War.
Like searching for an individual soldier, you can search for a specific location or, just by putting

in your town name, several options may come up
(look back at slide 8 for starting point)

FIND CEMETERIES & MEMORIALS

How To Search

< Nearby cemeteries and memorials

Country (2] Locality (2]

“»

Please select country ‘ ‘

@

War 9

Birminghanm|

‘ ‘ First World War

‘ ‘ Second World War

Birmingham

Birmingham

Birmingham

000 | | 3001 - 4000

Birmingham

[ gBirmingham




We can quickly learn that there are 127 Second World war Graves in Lodge Hill
Cemetery, Birmingham. Many wounded men will have been brought to nearby
hospitals such as the Queen Elizabeth and Hollymoor.

You searched for: Cemetery Or Memorial: birmingham (lodge hill) cemetery X

Showing 127 record(s) sfirted by | Relevance

Clear all

® Second World War

Refine results

Last name
Rank

Service Number

First names Date of death
or Age
initials Cemetery/memorial

Grave Reference/Panel Number

EDIT SEARCH

Start a new search

Download results

Regiment

Country of service

ABBOTTS ARTHUR 02 June 1940 Dorsetshire Regiment
War Private THOMAS BIRMINGHAM (LODGE HILL) United Kingdom
5103696 CEMETERY
V| Second World War (127) Plot 2E. Coll. grave 2887,
. ATTWOOD THOMAS JACK 16 September 1940 Royal Army Service
Served with
Corporal Age 21 Corps




In Handsworth Cemetery, we can find 99 graves relating to the Second World War.
We can find the grave of Dennis Audley, from Handsworth, an RAF wireless operator
and air gunner, killed on 3 September 1940, aged 20.

In Memory of

Sergeant Wireless Op./Air Gunner

Sergeant (Wireless Op./Air Gunner) Dennis Sydney Audley

AUDLEY, DENNIS SYDNEY

1576642, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 03 Seplember 1943 Age 20

Son of Sidney and Doris May Audiey. of Handsworth, Birmingham.

Service Number 1576642

Remembered with Honour
Birmingham (Handsworth) Cemetery

Died 03/09/1943
Aged 20
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve

Son of Sidney and Doris May Audley, of

Handsworth, Birmingham.

N N
0 A @)a
3 e

INSCRIPTION <
“GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT A MAN LAY DOWN Commenormad i ety by
HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS’ e RSSEOR S

Buried at BIRMINGHAM (HANDSWORTH) CEMETERY

Location: Warwickshire, United Kingdom

Number of casualties: 205

Cemetery/memorial reference: Sec. 10. Class B. Grave

9970.

CEMETERY DETAILS >




Thomas Belcher, serving with the Home Guard, was killed between 61" and 7th
November, 1940. Perhaps this was during an air raid.

Volunteer

BELCHER, THOMAS

Died Between 06/11/1940 and 07/11/1940

40th Warwickshire (Birmingham) Bn.

Home Guard

In Memory of
Volunteer

Thomas Belcher

0th Warwickshire (Birmingham) Bn., Home Guard who died between 06 November 1940 and 07 November|
1940

Remembered with Honour
Birmingham (Handsworth) Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Websites such as Birmingham Images or Staffordshire Past Track may help
you find more information on air raids and bomb damage in your area.

BIRMINGHAM IMAGES

@ THE LIBRARY OF BIRMINGHAM

Home  Text Search Latest Additions Theme Explorer

Theme Explorer
StartAgain > Time > 1901 -2000 (20th Century) > 1939 - 1945 (World War Il)

Page 1 of 19

1

Map Explorer ~

(2] (3] (]

Search

My Album

333 Records Fq

Searcl

My Accol

O (

60th anniversary of VE Day in Chamberlain Square :
"George Formby" entertains

Details »

AR.P. for Rats.

RATS

are waiting w share
our Air Raid Shelters.

A.C. Gurley - Perry Barr Music Stores

Disc sold by A.C. Gurley who
traded at 506 Birchfield
Road. The record is 78rpm -
a format replaced eventually
by the 7" single and since

you do not favour
AR D EODR B AT

A Shelter That Collapsed

=/ Staffordshire

Pastirack

Home

Theme Explorer

Page 1 of 2

A.R.P. Wardens, Stone

Bomb Damage

https://www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk/search.aspx?SearchType=2&Pagelndex=1&ThemelD=331

Text Search

Latest Additions

Details »

Bomb damage at the rear
of Heathouse Lane,

Theme Explorer

Start Again > War & Armed Forces > Air-raids & Bomb Damage

Map Explorer ~

Air raid warden, Bilbrook area

Bomb Damage

Bucknall, photographed on 4
23 August 1942. Comment

An Air Raid Warden
pictured during the early
part of the 2nd World War.
He is wearing helmet,
overalls and an arm band.
Later on in the war he
would probably be wearing
battle dress.

Details »

Bomb damage at Old
Stoke Road, Stoke-on-
Trent, 1941.

Search

My Album

My Account ~

20 Records Found

ARP Warden Helmet, World War Il

Bomb Damage

During World War 11 Air
Raid Precaution warden's
had the job to protect
civilians from the dangers
of air-raids. During
blackouts they were
responsible for ensuring
no light was visible. They
had ...

Details »

Photograph of a bomb
damaged shop on the
High Street in Pittshill,
Stoke-on-Trent. Part of an

jalainiay

https://mww.search.birminghamimages.org.uk/search.aspx?SearchType=2&ThemelD=30



who served

Servicewomen
Buried in Handsworth Cemetery is Joan Constance Breedon, a Leading Aircraftwoman

t he

Womenos

Au X i™MJulyal®4d. Air

Leading Aircraftwoman

BREEDON, JOAN CONSTANCE
Service Number 2063174

Died 02/07/1943

Aged 19

Women's Auxiliary Air Force

Daughter of Thomas and Margaret Breedon, of

Handsworth, Birmingham.

“YOU ARE MINE TO REMEMBER WHEN OTHERS FORGET”

INSCRIPTION

In Memory of
Leading Aircraftwoman

Joan Constance Breedon
2063174, Women's Auxiliary Air Force who died on 02 July 1943 Age 19

Daughter of Thomas and Margaret Breedon, of Handsworth, Birmingham.

Remembered with Honour
Birmingham (Handsworth) Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Servicewomen
In Brandwood Cemetery, there are 100 graves relating to the Second World Watr,
i ncluding Mary Emily Stevens, of Shirley.
Mary died on 10h March, 1944.

In Memory of
Corporal

Mary Emily Stevens

893468, Women's Auxiliary Air Force who died on 10 March 1944 Age 25

Daughter of Percy and Emily Mary Stevens, of Shirley.

Remembered with Honour
Birmingham (Brandwood End) Cemetery

Corporal

STEVENS, MARY EMILY

Service Number 893468
Died 10/03/1944

Aged 25

Women's Auxiliary Air Force

Daughter of Percy and Emily Mary Stevens, of
Shirley.

Commemorated in perpetuity by
INSCRIPTION the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

SUNTILTHE DAY BREAK AND THE SHADOWS FIEE AXWAY”




OroyaL -
AIRFORCE Visit Cosford Visit London Support Us Research
museum Online Shop

The RAF Museum is now closed until further notice

Collections Home | Research | Online exhibitions | Women of the Air Force
| Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) 1939 - 1949

The Royal Air Force Museum At

Women's Auxiliary Air Force
(WAAF) 1939 - 1949

On 28 June 1939 King George VI established the Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) for duty
with the Royal Air Force (RAF) in time of war. A

Since 1938, RAF Companies had existed within the Auxiliary
Territorial Service (ATS), the female force equivalent to the Territorial
Army. These companies were affiliated to Royal Auxiliary Air Force
squadrons but by May 1939, the Government decided that a

Sonarate \Mnman'q air cervice wag nacagcary

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/online-exhibitions/women-of-the-air-force/womens-auxiliary-air-force-waaf-1939-1949.aspx



other countries, such as Poland, who fought alongside the Allies.

Polish Army and Air Force
In cemeteries such as Lodge Hill, we can find graves of members of the armed forces of

Here we see Edward Pachlicki and Wladyslaw Szajnowski, of the Polish Army.

Your Filters

s /orld War

% Polish

Refine res

War

|| Second World War (2)

Served with

Clear all

Last name First names Date of death Regiment
Rank or Age Country of service
Service Number initials Cemetery/memorial
Grave Reference/Panel Number
PACHLICKI EDWARD 14 October 1944 Polish Army
Starszy Szeregowiec Age 36 Polish
BIRMINGHAM (LODGE HILL) CEMETERY
Service Plot 2E Grave 3302.
SZAJNOWSKI WLADYSLAW 13 November 1945 Polish Army
Porucznik Age 44 Polish

BIRMINGHAM (LODGE HILL) CEMETERY
Service Plot 2E Grave 3303.




Civilians
Some cemeteries in those cities that suffered particularly heavy bombing
contain the graves or memorials of civilians killed in air raids.
To search for civilians, do a gener e

Country (commemorated in) (2] Cemetery or memorial (commemorated at) (2]

L1

Service number 9 Regiment 9

e.g. 1308345 Civilian War Dead

War 9

First World War v | Second World War Match terms exactly @

CLEAR SEARCH




Then filter for the local authority
(This tends to be certain cities and will not include every area)




