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G O O D B Y E   Y E A R   1 1
Bidding farewell to students is always a 
deeply sad, yet hugely exciting event full 
of optimism. Great achievements and 
beautiful memories are the rewards for the 
hard work and dedication that our 
students have demonstrated throughout 
their time at Thorns. 

The high standards that the Academy 
demands serve as crucial preparation for 
students for the greater challenges ahead, 
and helps nurture them so that they build 
a strong foundation for the future. 

Under Thorns’ guidance, students have 
attained this impressive milestone in their 
life with notable attitude and integrity, and 
we are extremely proud of the many 
achievements over the years, and the 
various accomplishments in all curriculum 
and extra curriculum activities. 

We strongly believe from the manner they 
have conducted themselves over the years 
and the skills and knowledge we have 
imparted to, they will overcome any 
difficulties that may face them in the years 
to come. 

Everyone at Thorns Collegiate Academy 
would like to thank our 2018 Leavers for 
the uncommon zeal they have 
demonstrated towards their studies, in 
their relationship with the teachers, 
management, the younger students, and 
even among themselves. As a collective 
they have left behind a very good legacy 
for their peers and in-coming students to 
follow. We hope that all Thorns students 
leave us considering themselves good 
ambassadors of the Academy, and we 
encourage them to think big thoughts and 
to be optimistic in whatever they are 
doing. 

L E A V E R S  P R O M  2 0 1 8
There was no shortage of imagination in 
regards to our students modes of transport at 
this year’s Leavers Prom. Limousines and a 
variety of luxury cars were on show as students 
arrived in style. 

The boys were suited and booted while many 
of the girls stepped out in sparkling dresses to 
mark the occasion.  

It was extremely pleasing to share this relaxed 
and tranquil evening with the students after the 
levels of intensity in which they had studied 
leading up to their GCSE examinations, and 
we’re exceptionally proud of the young and 
mature adults that are now leaving us for 
pastures new.



 
V I S I T S   &   T R I P S
Field trips are crucial to students’ academic development. Students’ visual literacy can be stimulated 
through integrating trips into the curriculum.  

The field trip experience takes place in a very different environment from the classroom, and students 
are often energized by the excitement and anticipation of leaving the school environment. 
In addition to the transportation to and from the site, which is often a pleasant open-social time, 
students have the opportunity to see new things and learn about them in a more unstructured way. 
Students will experience a more holistic, integrated picture of the information that, in the classroom, 
may have only been presented in a textual and abstract way. 

Museums, and many other kinds of field trips are multi-media experiences; therefore, learning is 
enriched and reinforced by superimposing sensory and intellectual inputs. Most venues that Thorns 
students visit are designed to stimulate curiosity and actively engage them. This results in the 
Academy having very professional partners working with us to help our students learn. 

Visiting Birmingham Symphony Hall is always a 
joyous experience, and earlier in the year it 
provided a spectacular backdrop for an 
enriching Poetry Live experience for our Year 
11 English Literature GCSE students. 

P O E T R Y   I N   M O T I O N 

T H E   H O L O C A U S T   C E N T R E 

L E T ’ S   D A N C E 
Year 10 & 11 BTEC Dance students are always 
busy working on a variety projects, whether it’s 
routines, techniques, coursework, our annual 
Dance Production, charity events, showcases, or 
watching outside productions. A production of 
Still Life At The Penguin Cafe at Birmingham 
Hippodrome was thoroughly enjoyed by the 
students, who have since used the experience 
to form an integral part of their coursework.

Year 8 L4L students visited The National Holocaust Centre and Museum. It was an interesting yet 
emotional day that closed with a talk from a Holocaust survivor.

K E E P I N G   H I S T O R Y   A L I V E
As part of the History Around Us unit of work, our Year 11 historians visited Kenilworth Castle. Not 
even the testing weather could distract students from what was an enriching experience, and one that 
will be hugely beneficial when they sit their exams.

F U T U R E   F O C U S E D 

In many ways, real life for students begins after they leave 
the academy, when they begin to put their knowledge into 
use and manage their own finances and life plans. Thorns 
doesn't simply focus on whether students have learned 
material, we also aim to portray how it can help build 
careers and futures.  
Throughout their time at Thorns, students will enjoy a wide 
range of activities that will give insight into this, from visits 
to Colleges, Universities, and places of work to careers fairs 
and inspirational talks from experienced professionals and 
local employers.

During half-term, 23 pupils travelled to America to visit Washington DC and New York as part of Thorns’ 
first cross-Atlantic trip. 
Whilst in Washington, pupils were taken on a guided tour of Capitol Hill before visiting the Washington 
Monument, the WW2 memorial and the 
Lincoln Memorial. During the afternoon, 
pupils had the opportunity to visit one of the 
world’s largest museums, The Smithsonian, 
often referred to as ‘America’s attic’, where 
they got to experience what it’s like to fly a 
fighter jet, explore how air and space travel 
has developed and see what they would have 
looked like had they been born 70,000 years 
ago! 
On arrival in NYC, pupils immediately began 
exploring some of the city’s most famous 
sites, including Times Square, Central Park 
and Broadway. The group got to make the 
most of the fantastic weather by seeing 
Manhattan’s landmarks from the comfort of 
both an open-top bus, and a river-cruise liner. 
Pupils also visited the memorial to the victims of 9/11 during one of the more humbling visits of the trip. To 
help compensate for some of the great food they got to enjoy, pupils climbed the last six floors of the 
Empire State Building before being rewarded with a spectacular sky-line view of the city at night. And, of 
course, there was a little time left over for some shopping. 
Everywhere pupils went, people commented on their impeccable behaviour and attitude. They were 
excellent ambassadors for the school and made the most of this unique opportunity. 

A   H O P   A C R O S S   T H E   P O N D 

Our annual Ski Trip was a huge success. We are proud of 
the way that our students conducted themselves, and it 
was pleasing to see the more experienced skiers offering 
their support and advice to those of lesser experience.

S K I   T R I P 



 

The team of students, named Little Einsteins, designed a stand for a mobile phone or tablet that 
enables blind and visually impaired people to make the most of a talking camera app called Seeing 
AI. As well as holding a tablet or phone, it has an extra shelf so that a document can be placed at the 
ideal height and position in front of the device’s camera enabling the app to read the text out aloud. 
  While developing their product the team, whose mentors were from the Petford Group, were in 
regular contact with Matt Harrison, Beacon’s technology services manager, to ensure the product 
best suited people’s needs. 
  Team member Jasmine, aged 14, said winning felt ‘surreal’ and they had all enjoyed taking part in 
the challenge”.

S T E M   P A R T N E R S H I P 
After months of hard work, 21 teams from schools across Shropshire, the Black Country 
and Staffordshire presented their products to the MNA STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering Maths) competition judges in July. All students had been set the brief of 
designing and manufacturing a product to improve or enhance the quality of life for a 
group or person they considered to be disadvantaged, and each team was paired up with 
a mentor from a local business or organisation who offered them advice and guidance. 
  Judges spent the morning listening to the pupils’ presentations and watching 
demonstrations before announcing Thorns Collegiate Academy’ students’ My Stand 
project as their winners. The My Stand device will now be sold to help raise money for 
Sedgley-based Beacon Centre for the Blind.



 

7WELCOME 

YEAR

P R I M A R Y   P A R T N E R S
Our highly successful Primary Liaison programme operates throughout the year developing pupil skills 
and easing the transition to secondary education for pupils in year 5 and 6, whilst offering specialist 
facilities and expertise in different subject areas tailored to suit Key Stage 2. 

Thorns Collegiate Academy has, over the academic year, been busy visiting local primary school’s and 
engaging with their students through a number of activities. Similarly, our doors have also been open 
to visits, and we’ve shared many successful days working alongside our primary partners.  

We’d like to offer our huge gratitude to all the primaries who have participated in the programme this 
year, we have thoroughly enjoyed it!

The feedback that we received from our Induction events has been extremely pleasing, and it was a 
pleasure to two spend two days working with our new students and allow them the opportunity to 
familiarise themselves with the Academy. Parents who attended our Induction Evening had the 
opportunity to discuss with staff the Academy’s vision for their child’s secondary education. 
We look forward to September.
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THURSDAY 27th SEPTEMBER
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5.30pm - 8pm
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It’s been a hugely successful first year for L4L at the 
Academy. Students have excelled in their learning, and 
a community vibe has evolved amongst them. There is 
already evidence that our L4L approach to Key Stage 3 
is preparing our Year 7 and 8 students to think across 
disciplines and build links between different subjects, 
which will be crucial to their education as they make the 
transition into Key Stage 4. 

The L4L Disco, World Book Day, Robot Challenge, 
fundraising activities, and Create Your Own Short Movie 
task (complete with OSCARS Award Ceremony) have 
been notable highlights of the academic year. 



 

F U N D R A I S I N G
Thorns Collegiate Academy works with a number of local and national charities throughout the 
academic year. The financial reward for these charities, through monies raised by our students, staff, 
families and local community is extremely valuable, but there are many more benefits of fundraising. 

While the major benefit of participating in fundraising events in schools is the promotion of an 
admirable work ethic, other benefits are commonly derived as well. These benefits may be ascribed 
to three distinct elements namely; the students, the parents and the Academy itself. 

Benefits for the Students 

Improved Selling Skills 
Students are encouraged to take lead roles when it comes to the planning and preparation of 
fundraising activities. Not only do these activities include the more traditional fundraising methods of 
lemonade stands and cookie/cake sales, but our students also portray a wide range of organisational 
skills to produce whole school talent shows and competitions, which in turn means they pick up 
valuable selling and marketing skills that can transcend the Academy. 

The Ability to Work in Teams 
Working with others toward a common goal is an important part of the Academy fundraising. It 
teaches students to be able to compromise in group situations and also to be able to act 
appropriately in both leadership and subordinate roles. These lessons are also able to serve them 
well in their adult lives. 

Encourages Creativity 
Academy fundraisers challenge students to be imaginative and to think outside the box. 

Benefits to the Parents 

More Active Role in their children's lives. Parents can use fundraising efforts as an opportunity to 
bond with their children and become involved in the Academy dynamic. 

Benefits to the Academy 

Better Facilities. Of course, the physical 
benefits of fundraising for Thorns cannot be 
denied. Academy fundraisers such as the 
Summer Fair and Christmas Festival raise 
money that can be invested directly into our 
students’ education. 

Over the course of the academic year, Thorns 
has raised money for events and charities such 
as, Race For Life, Children In Need, Sport Relief, 
Macmillan Cancer Support, Save The Children, 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, and The Royal 
British Legion. 



I N S P I R A T I O N A L   M O M E N T S T H O R N S   I N   T H E   C O M M U N I T Y
At Thorns, we believe that inviting guests into the Academy to engage with students can be a great way 
to inspire and encourage them to push themselves out of their comfort zone, whilst teaching them the 
importance of self-belief and a positive attitude. 
During this academic year, we have welcomed a wide variety of guest speakers into the Academy, 
including pop star Hannah Jane Lewis, who gave an inspirational talk about self belief and dedication, 
PC Rob Pedley MBE, who 
discussed knife crime and the 
importance of decision making, 
Loudmouth Theatre Group, who 
through interactive drama and 
discussion complement existing 
Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic education 
programmes, and Holocaust 
survivor, Henry Schachter, who 
discussed many of the 
complexities of war, some of 
them well known and others very 
personal. 

Hannah Jane Lewis  PC Rob Pedley MBE

Loudmouth        Henry Schachter

R E W A R D I N G   S U C C E S S
Across the Academy, staff consistently practise a rewards system that provides 
our pupils with opportunities to be recognised and praised for their academic 
achievements, progress, contributions to the school community, behaviour 
and attendance. We strongly believe that pupils 
should be regularly and fairly rewarded for their 
achievements, to not only celebrate pupils’ 
successes, but to also inspire and motivate them 
to achieve their very best and become confident, 
independent learners. Trips, prizes, movie 
afternoons, and rewards lunch’s/breakfasts have 
all featured heavily this year.

When families, schools, and community institutions collectively agree upon their goals and work closely 
together to reach them, everyone benefits. Throughout the last year, Thorns has enjoyed the informed 
support of families and community members, whilst families have been offered opportunities to be 
involved with, and contribute towards their children's education. 

This year, our students have worked closely with West Midlands Police and other public sector groups 
politicians, charities, Dudley Council, local primary schools, colleges and universities.

Jade Wood (Year 9) & Jake Cartwright (Year 10) 

Members of Dudley Youth Parliament 
Year 10 singers & musicians at Halesowen College’s Mayfly Festival 2018 

West Midlands Police 

talking to students about road safety 
Councillor Pete Lowe Former Thorns student, Pete Lowe, talks to students about his political career 



 
C E L E B R A T I N G   T H E   A R T S 

G I G   N I G H T 

F O R G O T T E N   V O I C E S

A R T   E X H I B I T I O N

T H E   B I G   D R A W

D A N C E   P R O D U C T I O N

Arts education helps foster a positive culture and climate in schools. Learning a musical instrument, 
creating a painting, learning to dance, or singing in a choir teaches that taking small steps, practicing 
to improve, being persistent, and being patient are important for an individual’s growth and 
improvement. Students gain confidence as they try to accomplish things that do not come easily. 
Learning an artistic discipline helps young people develop character. Students learn habits, behaviours 
and attitudes that are necessary for success in any field of endeavour. 

Students who participate in the arts develop 
leadership skills, including decision-making, 
strategy building, planning and reflection. They 
also prepare to use these skills effectively by 
developing a strong sense of identity and confidence in 
their ability to affect the world around them in 
meaningful ways.

T H O R N S   E X C H A N G E 



 S P O R T  i n  F O C U S
Thorns’ students have participated in over eighty fixtures during the academic year, mostly involving 
football, rugby, basketball, netball, rounders, and athletics. 

In addition to this, a range of extra curricular recreational activities offered at some stage throughout 
the year to enhance students enjoyment of sport as well as attainment in GCSE PE. Amongst the 
activities on offer have been fitness, climbing, trampolining, table tennis, and badminton. 

Congratulation to Year 10 Boy Football 
Team (left) who won their Final 3-1, with 
goals from Kieran Priest (1) and Marion (2). 
There was a consolation penalty in last 
minute for Windsor, but Thorns completely 
dominated the game from start to finish. 
There were too many notable 
performances to mention individuals...all of 
the lads were outstanding. A well deserved 
victory after such a near miss in last year’s 
final. 

The Halesowen & Stourbridge District Schools League Presentation Evening took place earlier this 
month. Under 14’s Girls’ Cup winners Abi Parton, Molly Jones, Tara Hill and Chloe Bingham (minus 
Carly Hutchins, who has since moved) collected their awards, as did Boys’ Under 15’s Cup winners 
Brandon Ashman and Sam Cooper, who represented their team. It was a fantastic evening for everyone 
involved.

The Year 9 boys’ rugby team enjoyed a fantastic Dudley 
Schools Rugby Tournament. There was some excellent 
rugby on show and Thorns finished as group winners, 
above Pedmore and Ridgewood. As a result, the boys 
advanced to League 1, where they unfortunately lost 
both games by just one try. Thorns eventually finished in 
3rd place (out of the 9) which was an outstanding 
achievement for the lads. A special mention should be 
given to Layton Bennett, who was named as the 
tournament’s MVP (most valuable player) by an RFU 
representative! 

We were delighted that Adam Blackford visited the Academy and worked with Year 7 girls and boys over 
an eight week period. Adam works for England RFU and is helping girls in particular to link up with local 
clubs. Adam’s passion for the game and his role was there in abundance for all to see, and it was a great 
opportunity for our youngsters. Adam can be followed on Twitter: @RFU_CRC 

In February, classrooms around the country 
took part in the first-ever National Schools’ 
Football Week, in conjunction with the 
English Schools’ FA PlayStation Schools’ 
Cup. Close to 2,000 teams took part in the 
PlayStation Schools’ Cup, which has grown 
into the biggest grassroots football 
competition in England. 
Marking a celebration of schools’ football, 
this new initiative aims to reflect the spirit of 
competition, fair play and team work. 
Thorns’ participation utilised the popularity 

of football to inspire pupils both on and off the pitch. The national campaign will also introduce a 
‘Respect in Football’ element, whilst helping boost the participation of boys and girls football in 
England.

K A R A T E   K I D 
Congratulations to Sam Cooper who was selected to compete in the World Karate Championships, 
finishing 4th. 



/ThornsInfo        @Thornsinfo  www.thornsca.org.uk

H I R E   O U R   F A C I L I T I E S 
Visit our website and discover a wide range of opportunities.

http://www.thornsca.org.uk
http://www.thornsca.org.uk

